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Chapter One: While preparing for the Monastery’s weekend retreat, Sr. Margaret Jude anxiously awaits Mother Superior’s decision on Jude’s proposal for a food bank. A woman attending the retreat reminds Jude of Connie whose family “adopted” Jude, (then Rita Mooney) an only child with an invalid mother. Jude’s proposal is denied, infuriating her. 

Chapter Two: Connie, eight months pregnant and exhausted, hopes this will be the night her husband, Vincent, comes home victorious from an audition for a part he really covets. Vincent gets in late, the audition went badly and he takes out his anger and frustration on Connie, berates her for the condition of the house, her appearance. In a fit, he throws a bowl of soup which breaks and strikes her. She lunges at him, lands on the floor, fearing for her unborn child, hating Vince.

Chapter Three: Connie flees with her daughters, Anna and Ceci. She recalls her parents’ happy marriage, knows they won’t condone her leaving Vince. Connie decides to go to Rita (Sr. Margaret Jude) at the monastery and fall on her mercy. On the way, Connie recalls her long friendship with Rita, and how different Vince was when she first met him. When Vince finds them gone, he’s devastated. 

Chapter Four: Connie makes her way to the monastery in upstate New York. Vince tells no one his wife and children have left, tries to find out if his mother-in-law knows anything. (She doesn’t). He holes up at work (Fields Fashions), considers calling his father (he doesn’t) since his father’s marriage ended when Vincent’s mother left them to return to Italy.

Chapter Five: Connie arrives at the monastery only to find Rita (Sister Jude) has left. Sister Immaculate does not offer Connie solace or shelter. Sr. Catherine John takes Connie to Rita who has moved into a small house and found a storefront for the food bank. While Rita misses some of the courtesies afforded nuns, she’s excited about opening the food bank.

. 

Chapter Six: Rita welcomes Connie & the girls but is shocked by Connie’s history with Vince and dismayed by Connie’s appearance & demeanor.  Rita’s concerned how this affects the children and tries to reassure them. She challenges Connie about allowing Vince to bully her. 

Chapter Seven: At a thrift store downtown they stock up on clothes. Rita & Connie find ugly gowns for “Tacky Prom Night” (Rita’s parody that required everyone look her worst). Connie recalls her first anniversary, a romantic evening when Vince serenaded her at the Blue Note. Rita mobilizes: supplies, services, contingency plans for Connie & the baby and the girls.

Chapter Eight: We meet Janet (a nurse who volunteered to help at Loaves & Fishes & to teach Rita to ski). She & Rita unpack the first delivery to the food bank. Rita worries about Anna having too much responsibility for a child and Connie’s lack of awareness of her daughter needs. 

Chapter Nine: A heavy snowfall enchants the children and finally draws Connie outside, if only momentarily. We meet E, Rita’s cat. Rita escapes downtown to run errands & on impulse, buys beds for Connie, the girls & even the new baby. 

Chapter Ten: Connie loses her temper with Ceci. Flashback to Connie & Vince’s wedding day. Connie wonders if she’s “one of those women” like her Aunt Olivia. Rita comes home with beds for all of them, including a cradle for the baby. Connie’s dazed by Rita’s alacrity and her assumption of a permanent residence Connie hadn’t anticipated and isn’t sure she wants.

Chapter Eleven: Rita opens the food bank with Janet’s help. Rita tries, unsuccessfully, to engage the clients in conversation. Ceci falls on the ice at the lake & is rescued by a neighbor, Ed. Vince shows up. Rita tells him to leave. He does, but makes it clear he’ll be back.

Chapter Twelve: Connie disabuses Rita her of her idyllic notions about childbirth. Vince tries to win Connie’s forgiveness, Rita points out his manipulations. Connie prays she has enough strength to “stay gone.” Rita reminds Connie of her series of mushroom drawings, reminding Connie of her younger, more powerful self.

Chapter Thirteen: Vince keeps up his campaign to win Connie back. Connie wavers, worried that Rita might return to the convent. Rita takes Anna to the food bank, where Anna becomes fearful of darker twists of fate. Rita meets Matt Melon, who offers to help her enlist the co-operation of local growers for her gleaning project.

Chapter Fourteen: Matt invites Rita to speak at the Grange meeting. Vincent pleads with Connie to come home. Connie teases Rita about Matt, Rita cautions Connie about Vince. The women argue about married life vs. convent life. Despite Rita’s warnings, Connie resolve wavers.

Chapter Fifteen: Vincent surprises Anna for her birthday with presents and showmanship.

Rita talks at the Grange meeting where she gets support for Loaves & Fishes. Matt dives her home after an ice storm. Vince can’t drive back & stays over. He presses his case with Rita who allows him no quarter. 

Chapter Sixteen: Rita confides her fury at Vince to Matt. Chastened by prayer and meditation, Rita examines her anger at Vince’s tantrums, Connie’s compliance, her joy in the children’s presence, and her affinity for Matt. Rita tells Matt she’s a Catholic nun. Later, Rita tells Connie about her change of heart re: Vince.

Chapter Seventeen: Rita goes skiing with Janet, feels like a fish out of water when Janet wants to party. Vince auditions for a TV soap (which he’s kept secret from Connie), decides to drive upstate to see her (it’s Valentine’s Day) while he sweats out a decision from the producers.

Chapter Eighteen: Vince arrives too late to see Connie & the children and leaves Valentines for them on the porch. Ceci finds the gifts which alert Rita that Vince is still operating with bribes. Vince kills time with the proprietor of an antique store. Vince calls his agent for updates, gets nowhere but frustrated. 

Chapter Nineteen: When Rita’s uncle is hospitalized with respiratory failure, Matt covers for her at Loaves. Vince gets the soap opera part, convinces Connie to come home. Rita arrives back at the just as Connie’s packing up. When Connie, Anna, and Ceci leave with Vince, Rita is devastated.

Chapter Twenty: Connie reconciles with Vince, Vince mends fences with Anna, Rita visits the convent, Matt relieves Rita at loaves so she can tend to her uncle.

Chapter Twenty-one: Gabrielle is born, Connie calls Rita invites her to the christening, Rita’s uncle dies, she has his body cremated, Matt stops by the house, cooks her dinner.
Chapter Twenty-two: Rita scatters her uncle’s ashes at Coney Island. She and Matt go to Gabrielle’s christening where Vince asks for a truce. Matt confronts Rita about their relationship. She can’t violate her vows. “Then I can’t do this anymore,” he tells her.

Chapter Twenty-three: Rita misses Connie, the kids, the convent and Matt. Loaves is in financial trouble. Vince fantasizes about a more aggressive Connie. Connie’s lost in a post-partum depression.

Chapter Twenty-four: Connie and Vince go to a party where Vince is center stage among his theater friends and Connie feels extraneous. Vince winds up in bed with the hostess. Connie and Vince argue, he flies into a rage, she takes the kids and goes back to Rita’s.

Chapter Twenty-five: Connie & the girls are back & although it’s more financial pressure, Rita’s loving it. She takes Connie out for a “tacky prom night” where they meet Augustus & Connie loses it. Rita keeps on running into Matt but they never connect.

Rita gets Anna a kitten.

Chapter Twenty-six: Connie blossoms, plans a garden. Rita visits Immaculata at Holy Name. Augustus tells Connie the story of how he met, then loved, then lost Ruthie & how he found his way back from the abyss.

Chapter Twenty-seven: At Ceci’s 6th birthday party in July, everybody shows up, Connie tells Vince it’s really over, Matt brings Rita the “stars & moon” melon, offers Ceci a pony ride for her present, Matt drives Vince to a local bar, Vince warns Connie, Augustus, Connie & Rita share childhood memories of summer nights.

Chapter Twenty-eight: It’s August & Rita finally takes Ceci to collect her pony ride, encounters Matt once again, feels confused, pulled in several directions. Vince takes the kids to a carnival, teases Connie about buying them a pony, asks if there’s anything she wants from him. “A car,” she tells him. “I can’t always rely on Rita.”     to be con’t.

